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Abstract

The objective of this research were to study (1) economic and social conditions of farmers (2) cassava
production conditions, (3) cassava production problems and suggestions and, (4) extension needs and
Guideline in cassava production of farmers in Wapipathum District, Mahasarakham province. The
population of this study was cassava farmers in Wapipathum District, Mahasarakham province of 867. The
sample size was 274 and selected based on simple random sampling. Data collected were then analyzed
using statistics including maximum, minimum, frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The
results of this research indicated that (1) Most of the sample were female, with an average age of 51.10
years old, graduated with a primary education, having an average number of family members of 4.45 and
an average number of household labors of 3.20, having an average land holding area of 19.51 rai. Most of
the farmers were members of the BAAC. 36.1 % of Farmers relied on media from local broadcasting tower
and had exposure to information and knowledge on cassava production from government officials. An
average years of cassava planting was 10.22 years. An average production area was 8.8 rai. An average
yield was 2,997.81 kilograms per rai. An average income from selling cassava was 5,433.58 baht per rai. An
average production cost was 2,864.64 baht per rai and most of the funding came from borrowing, (2) In
terms of cassava production conditions, most of the farmers followed academic principles in varieties,
planting, prevention and elimination of important diseases, harvesting and post-harvesting practices, (3)
the sample encountered the problems at the moderate level, such as problems related to varieties and
preparation of planting area, care and maintenance, cassava planting, harvesting and post-harvest
practices, (4) the most needed content for extension was improving product quality, followed by group
management, the use of machinery for production, cassava production, and prevention and elimination
of diseases. The most needed media was personal media from government agencies. The most needed
extension method was visit. The findings of this research could lead to the suggestions as follows:
knowledge and advice in cassava production according to academic principles should be provided to
farmers. The capacity and the role of agricultural extension academics should be enhanced so that they

can transfer knowledge to local farmers to meet the area need and potential of farmers.

Keywords: Extension guideline, Agricultural extension, Cassava production, Wapipathum District,

Mahasarakham province
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